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Kids First Fundamentals
A message from Superintendent Matt Robbins

My purpose – or “Why”–  with my school visits

is to connect with you, 

see the great work you do

every day, increase my

own learning, find ways 

I can better support you,

and to reinforce our Kids

First Fundamentals. In

terms of Kids First 

Fundamentals, you will

notice continuity of our

focus. That’s purposeful so

I don’t change or alter our

focus that’s working very

well for our kids. Briefly, here are those Kids

First Fundamentals:

1. Student Friendly Learning Target or obvious 

learning destination

2. Instruction congruent to the Target

3. Active student engagement

4. Teacher as facilitator of Learning

5. Questions and activities that, at a minimum, 

require Bloom’s Application or Analysis

6. Content relevant, enriched classroom 

(well organized, visually engaging, 

literacy/numeracy rich, anchor charts, 

reflective of teacher investment)

7. Evidence of learning (student work, anchor 

charts, student journals, data collections, 

performance quality, etc.)

8. Good classroom management

9. Kids First Exemplar Classroom

Continued on Next Page
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A message from Assistant Superintendent of Teaching

and Learning Jana Beth Francis

Student-Friendly Learning Target or 

Obvious Learning Destination

Making certain students understand

what they need to learn is the first

step for quality instruction. 

Click HERE to view this article as

an online Smore flyer and to 

watch a  video showing students

unpacking a learning target.

Instruction Congruent

to the Target

In a nutshell — does your 

instruction really match your 

target? Curriculum has three 

aspects: The standard, the resources and your pedagogy.

To plan for congruent to the target instruction, ask 

yourself these questions:

n Do I really understand what the standard is asking 

students to know, understand and do? 

n What will student work look like once a student has 

mastered the standard.

n What resources best help students gain their own 

understanding? 

n How might I bring in different resources to meet 

the needs of different students without modifying the 

curriculum?

n What instructional design works best for this standard?

n Am I giving students opportunities to process the 

new learning through communication?

Active Student Engagement

There are so many resources for student engagement.

Check out the blog created by Edutopia highlighting their

resources on engagement.

Teacher as Facilitator

If students are actively engaged in your room chances are

you spend a lot of time facilitating instruction. This video

illustrates facilitating discourse in a middle school science

classroom.

Watch how teachers use small and large group discussion

to further student learning. You will see a teacher use a

lab, open-ended questions and a creative group discussion

process to help students better understand scientific 

concepts.

This Smore also includes:

“Can A” Student Bloom’s Chart — This chart provides

a lot of verbs that get you thinking about the student work

you assign students. Are you reaching the top half of

Bloom’s?

Simple Chart — This chart gives you both verbs and

learning activities.

Bloom’s 101 — This chart will help you refine your 

understanding of Bloom’s. Use this chart when you 

examine student work during collaborative planning.

Content Relevant, Enriched Classrooms

There’s no one example of a content relevant, enriched

classroom. To make your classroom environment more

content relevant and enriched, take a panoramic photo of

your classroom. Sit down with a colleague and go over

everything you see in the photo. Examine the photo. 

Content relevant, enriched classrooms are:

n Well organized

n Visually engaging

n Literacy/numeracy rich

n Anchor charts

n Reflective of teacher investment

Please remember each and every classroom is different.

You don’t have to have all of these things to have a 

content relevant, enriched classroom. Just make sure what

you have up in the classroom is purposeful.

Evidence of Learning

How do you know your students are learning? Student

work through journals, anchor charts, posters and other 

Continued on Next Page

Kids First Fundamentals

Jana Beth Francis

https://www.smore.com/wds7h
https://www.edutopia.org/blogs/tag/student-engagement
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/how-discussion-enhances-learning
https://www.smore.com/wds7h
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assignments serve as evidence of student learning. The

video embedded into this Smore shows how students in

kindergarten create “how to” books.

Like the classroom environment fundamental, there no

one “right” way to show student learning. Just remember,

quality instruction is challenging, engaging and 

empowering.

Good Classroom Management

There are so many resources for classroom management.

Click on the headings below to see a few that spark your

thinking around classroom management.

5 Priorities for Classroom Management

New Teacher Survival Guide on Classroom Management

PBIS — Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports

Instructional Coaches and 

the Office of Teaching and Learning

Don’t forget your instructional coach is here to help. If

you have any questions or need a learning partner, 

grab your building’s instructional coach. The Office of

Teaching and Learning wants to help as well. Please reach

out to us. Our goal this school year focuses on supporting

teachers to have better tools for responsive interventions

both academic and behavioral. DCPS wants all teachers

to be expert planners of learning for ALL students and

grow in their craft and content knowledge.

Kids First Fundamentals

Jana Bryant on Teacher Advisory Council
DCPS math instructional coach Jana Bryant has

been selected as one of 15 educators from eight

states who will serve as members of the Hope

Street Group Teacher Fellow Alumni Network.

The Teacher Advisory Council (TAC) will 

provide important feedback on Hope Street

Group operations and will expand connections.

Jana’s two-year term will continue through the

2017-18 and 2018-19 school years.

“My previous fellowship with Hope Street

Group continues to be the pivotal point at

which my outlook on my role as an educator

changed forever,” Jana said. “Continuing in a role with

Hope Street Group is most appealing as I seek to increase

and to create relationships with stakeholders and partners

across the nation seeking to improve outcomes for 

students and working conditions for educators. I want the

opportunity to work with passionate educators across the

state and the nation to support, to share and to develop 

resources to transform the teaching profession in ways to

prepare all students to become college and career ready.”

Jana said professional involvement is important to 

educators. “I would like to learn more about ways to 

develop state and national leadership teams that have a

pulse on the needs and concerns of our teachers. It is 

important for teachers to communicate their ideas about

education, what is working and what needs changing, 

to our elected officials and decision makers.” 

DCPS assistant superintendent of teaching and learning

Jana Beth Francis applauded Jana Bryant’s dedication and

involvement. “Hope Street Group does what every good

organization working in education should do,”

Jana Beth said. “They listen to the voice of the

teacher. Jana Bryant’s voice continues to have a

national-level impact. Jana keeps students and

teachers in the forefront of her work. When she

first joined Hope Street Group as a Kentucky

fellow, advocacy was new to her. Now, it’s just

second nature. DCPS is lucky to have Jana 

advocating for teachers at the national level.” 

Jana Bryant is a National Board Certified

Teacher and is the Kentucky state captain 

and core advocate with Student Achievement 

Partners.

A message from Jana Bryant to DCPS teachers:

I encourage you to join the Hope Street Group Kentucky

Teacher Fellows in their task to collect teacher 

perspectives on providing opportunity and access for our

students in our schools and communities, making 

instructional decisions based on students’ lives outside of

school, and developing relationships with local and 

regional employers that lead to student success.

The opinions you share are instrumental to informing 

education policy here in Kentucky. Your responses are

anonymous; results of the survey are shared with KDE,

KEA, and the Prichard Committee. The perspectives you

share will be instrumental in informing education policy

here in Kentucky and the recommendations that we make

to the Kentucky Department of Education. The survey is

open until Oct. 1.

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3750347/KYFALL17

Jana Bryant

https://www.smore.com/wds7h
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/5-priorities-classroom-management-ben-johnson
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/new-teacher-classroom-management
https://www.pbis.org/


Thoughts While Walking Through
By Jimmy Lyddane

Director of Elementary Schools

As I visited classrooms this week, I really liked a lot of

the work and learning I observed the students engaged in.

I like that we are beginning to settle in and solid routines

are beginning to establish. 

We are able to get some deep

work accomplished and solid

learning is occurring. Thanks to

all of you for your preparation and

focus on the important things for

our kids!

One of my fundamental beliefs in

literacy instruction is that we must

provide time for students to read.

One of my fundamental beliefs

and goals is for students to engage in real reading. To me,

that’s when the readers develops a relationship with the

story, they feel emotions, they use multiple strategies 

naturally to make meaning, and is engaged in reading in

such a way that it is not a task to complete, but an event to

experience.

Research shows that independent reading can improve

student achievement in language arts and other content

areas. While I often see kids reading independently,

there’s more to the research than simply reading. The

reading must be purposeful. Kids won’t grow as readers if

they are simply given time to read; they must be armed

with a clear purpose and clear goals. Goals have the most

influence on performance when teachers provide ongoing

feedback as students work towards those goals. 

Motivation comes not only from enjoyment of reading,

but also from the recognition of their hard work and 

effort.

As a leader, do you support combining reading goals and

independent reading practice? As a teacher, do you ensure

that your students have a real purpose for reading? Are

you arming the students to be real readers? I’m not talking

about the purpose of obtaining a certain number of 

Accelerated Reader points or simply passing a test; but

becoming proficient at utilizing strategies for better 

comprehension, or to measure their fluency, using 

strategies to decode words to understand the meaning of

the text, and strengthening inferential strategies to 

determine explicit meaning as well as implicit meaning

from the text. Deep reading and inferential thinking are

complex thinking processes in which conclusions are

made based on logical connections between evidence and

background knowledge. It also involves the ability to 

explain inferences by making connections from the 

evidence to their inference either verbally or written.

When a student can make connections with new learning

from their previous schema, powerful learning occurs;

learning that is so deep that students build a learning base

that transfers and crosses over to all areas of life, truly

building their ability to critically think and problem solve.

In order for us to decide on reading goals for each student,

we must assess students based on their everyday practice.

The most informative kind of assessment is to ask 

students to read texts independently and occasionally

write their thinking. Teachers can place different questions

or prompts regarding various aspects of the text inside the

book on sticky notes and ask students to respond to these

questions in writing as they process through the text. Book

logs and reading notebooks can offer valuable information

about students’ reading skills and strategies. But with all

the various ways you can assess student thinking and

learning, there is no strategy more powerful that the 

face-to-face conferring with a student.

It’s a powerful shift when our classrooms shift their 

purpose of independent reading to a goal-directed 

independent reading time. When students are focused on

goals that they have had a hand in choosing, it brings

reading to life for them. Their engagement, motivation

and progress raise to whole new levels as they will

quickly move into being involved in a reading experience

where they develop relationships with characters in the

stories, feel emotions and develop connections of their 

learning that lead to deep comprehension.

Thanks again for all your hard work this week! Take time

to have fun this weekend while finding time to relax with

family and friends. 

Jimmy Lyddane



Mandatory

Open Enrollment
Mandatory open enrollment of health insurance, HRAs (health

reimbursement accounts) and FSAs (flexible spending accounts

is open from Monday, Oct. 9, to Friday,

Oct. 20. 

On-line assistance is available. To obtain

identification numbers and passwords,

call 1-888-581-8834 (select option 1).

The Enrollment Website is  khris.ky.gov

It is mandatory that all eligible 

employees enroll in the Health 

Insurance, HRAs & FSAs during the

open enrollment period. If you fail to 

enroll, you will be defaulted to the single

standard PPO plan.

If you enroll in one of the LivingWell

health plans, you must take the GO365 Health Assessment

(HA) or get a Biometric Screening. This promise must be 

fulfilled between Jan. 1 and July 1, 2018, in order to receive a

$40 monthly premium discount in 2019. 

New in 2018:  If you are eligible to waive your health coverage

and select the Waiver General Purpose HRA (with $), $2,100

per year, you must provide proof of health insurance coverage

and policy number when enrolling on line. The website will ask

you for the name of your health insurance carrier and the policy

number.

Employees on state sponsored health plans, Medicare, 

Medicaid, VA, etc., are allowed to enroll in the Waiver

Dental/Vision only.  This HRA pays for dental and vision 

expenses for you and your family and will provide you with

$2,100 per year.

Flexible Spending Accounts (FSA) contribution maximum 

per year is $2,600 before taxes.  You can carry over a minimum

of $50 and a maximum of $500 from one calendar year to the

next.  You have a 90-day run-out period until March 31, 2019,

for reimbursement of eligible FSA expenses.  Funds in excess

of $500 that are not used before the run-out period will be 

forfeited.

KEHP allows employees to enroll dependents to 26 years of age

regardless of their student status or marital status.

When enrolling on-line, you must have your dependents’ Social

Security numbers and dates of birth.

Paper applications must be completed for cross-reference 

family plans. Applications will be in the booklets that are being

Click HERE to view an updated overview of

plan options and providers. 

American Fidelity 

Site Visits

Kate Mathis will be

available at the 

following dates and 

locations to assist 

employees with any

questions related to their

American Fidelity

cafeteria plan benefits.

Friday, Oct. 6

n Transportation – 
Conference Room: 

7:30 to 10 a.m.

n Apollo High School – 
Media Center: 2 to 5 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 16

n Central Office – Upstairs Conference Room: 
9 a.m.  to noon

n College View Middle School – Conference 
Room: 2 to 5 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 23

n DCPS Learning Center – Room 300:
1 to 5 p.m.

You may also enroll in American Fidelity 

benefits by using the call center from Oct. 2 to

Oct. 6. The number is 888-659-1531. 

Kate Mathis can be contacted by email at

Kate.Mathis@americanfidelity.com or by

phone at 270-543-4849.

News from DCPS

Benefits Dept. 

Courtney Payne
Human Services

Debbie Foreman
Benefits Coordinator

sent to your buildings this week. If you do not 

receive a booklet, contact Debbie Foreman at 

Central Office.

Please refer to your booklet for more detailed 

information and new programs that KEHP has 

provide its members. If you have enrollment 

questions, please contact the Kentucky Employees

Health Plan at 1-888-581-8834, Option 3, or 

DCPS benefits coordinator Debbie Foreman at

270-852-7000, ext. 243 or by email at 

debbie.foreman@daviess.kyschools.us 

https://khris.ky.gov/irj/portal


Credit Union Corner

‘’Tis the Season!

Christmas Club distributions will be made the week of

Oct. 15. Funds will be transferred to

your Share Accounts unless otherwise

notified. Members may withdraw 

Club funds without fee from Oct. 1

through Dec. 31. If you have a payroll

deduction or ACH distribution to

Christmas Club, it will be continued,

without interruption, for next year. 

If you don’t have a Christmas Club account but want to be

ready for holidays  next year, let us know and we’ll be

glad to help you set that up! 

Drive Down Your Auto Payment!

From Oct. 2 through Nov. 17, we are giving each auto

loan a $50 VISA gift card! Our auto rates are as low as

1.74 percent new and 3.24 percent used so don’t miss

your chance to take advantage of this great offer! Also, as

your local Teachers Credit Union, you can always rely on

us to give you a great low rate, so if someone offers

lower, call us and we will try to match!

Gift cards given to any new, refinanced or minimum

$3,000 add-on auto loan. Refinancing does not apply to

existing DCTFCU loans. Must meet credit requirements.

Actual rate determined by credit score.  

Dreams Thrive Here! International Credit Union Day!

Stop by the credit union lobby between 2:30 and 4:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 19, and enjoy some refreshments to help us

celebrate the credit union commitment to helping people!

We are also giving away a $50 VISA Gift Card. Fill out

the form above and return it to the Credit Union through

the courier, in person, or by mail by Oct. 19 for a chance

to win! We will also have this form in an email and you

can enter using your computer as well. We LOVE serving

our community!

DCTFCU On the Road

Do you have questions about DCTFCU membership? 

Do you need to change an address with the Credit Union?

Would you like to open a Christmas Club account, change

your payroll deduction or get more information about IRA

accounts or Coverdell Education Savings Accounts? 

If you have questions, we are coming your way with 

answers! DCTFCU marketing director Tina Payne will

start her fall semester road schedule October through 

November and will be coming to your school. Be on the

lookout!

Credit Union Corner

Continues on Next Page
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DCTFCU Products and Services Spotlight

Direct Deposit and Payroll Deduction 

save you time and money!

Now is the perfect time to save!

Sign up for DCPS Direct Deposit

and Payroll Deduction today! 

Open as many special savings 

accounts as you need and name

them yourself! Have your pay 

automatically deposited and 

distributed each pay period. You’ll

save time and money! Call DCTFCU for more details!

Rates as low as 7.9 percent APR! Don’t miss out on a

great rate with great rewards 

Take a break from high interest credit cards and transfer

your balances to your DCTFCU Visa. DCTFCU offers our

members a fixed, low-rate Platinum Visa that can be used

for transferring all of your debt or for everyday purchases!

Enjoy a fixed rate as low as 7.9 percent APR (annual 

percentage rate) that also

offers the chance to 

accumulate bonus point 

rewards on all purchases!

There’s no annual fee,

plus enjoy these additional benefits:

n No cash advance or balance transfer fees

n No over limit Fees

n 25-day grace period on purchases

n Free travel accident insurance with Visa purchase of
common carrier tickets, including a lost luggage 

reimbursement and an auto rental collision damage waiver

Stop by the credit union to fill out an application and 

receive your Visa credit card!

Switch to DCTFCU checking 

Now is the time to take advantage of DCTFCU’s 

convenient checking account. If you’ve been paying high

rates and fees at another financial institution, switch to a

DCTFCU checking account today!

n No minimum balance

n No monthly service fee

n No per-check fee

n ATM access nationwide

n First box of checks free

n Direct deposit available

n MasterCard debit cards 

n Duplicate checks

n Courtesy protection

n On-line banking 

n Bill pay

Credit Union Corner

Daviess County Teachers Federal Credit Union
1900 Southeastern Parkway      684-8954      www.dctfcu.com

Lobby Hours

Monday-Thursday — 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Friday — 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Drive-Through Hours

Monday-Thursday — 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Submit news to grapevine@dcps.org
Deadline is Friday for information published the following week

Don’t forget the Courier!

During this busy autumn season,

you might not have time to stop

by the credit union to make a 

deposit before closing. Send your

deposit through DCPS Courier.

The Courier drops off and picks

up mail at the Credit Union on Monday, Wednesday and

Friday. Be sure to include your account number with any

information you send. Please feel free to contact 

DCTFCU or log on to your online account after 4 p.m. to

verify receipt of deposit/loan payment.

Holiday Closing

DCTFCU will be closed Monday, Oct. 9, in observance of

Columbus Day. 



This list of key dates is provided at the beginning of

each month to assist in planning for special activities

and learning projects at your school. 

Note: This list may not include all special occasions.

The month of October is:

Oct. 1–31 Kentucky Bullying Prevention Month 

Oct. 1–31 Kentucky School Safety Month 

Oct. 1–31 National Principals Month 

Oct. 1–31 Cyber Security Awareness Month 

Oct. 1–31 Energy Action Month 

Special weeks:

Oct. 2- 6 DCPS Elementary Schools observe 

National School Lunch Week 

Oct. 4–10 World Space Week 

Oct. 8–14 Fire Prevention Week 

Oct. 8–14 Earth Science Week 

Oct. 15–21 America’s Safe Schools Week 

Oct. 16-20 DCPS Middle and High Schools observe 

National School Lunch Week

Oct. 16–20 National School Bus Safety Week 

Oct. 23–31 Red Ribbon Week 

Special days:

Oct. 2 National Custodial Workers Recognition Day

Oct. 2 National Child Health Day 

Oct. 4 Walk to School Day 

Oct. 9 Columbus Day

Oct. 10 Ada Lovelace Day (women in STEM) 

Oct. 11 National Fossil Day 

Oct. 16 World Food Day 

Oct. 19 Great Central U.S. ShakeOut Earthquake 

Safety Drill 

Oct. 20 National Day on Writing 

Oct. 24 United Nations Day 

Oct. 27 National ENERGY STAR Day 

Oct. 28 Make a Difference Day 

Oct. 31 Halloween

Every Day in DCPS:

Kids First!

Certified Evaluation

Appeals Committee
The results are in! First, a word of 

appreciation to our candidates for their

willingness to serve our district in this 

important role, and thanks to all who took

the time to vote. A total of 315 teachers

voted for representatives to serve on the

DCPS Certified Evaluation Appeals 

Committee.

Danielle Ellis (The Learning Center) and

Mason Head (Apollo High School) were elected as your

representatives.

Kandie McDaniel (Daviess County Middle School) and

Patrice Moss (Tamarack Elementary School) will serve as

alternates.

The Board-appointed representative is Jana Beth Francis;

Charles Broughton will serve as alternate. 

Again, thank you for your participation in this process.

Dr. Amy Shutt

DCPS assistant superintendent of human services

Amy Shutt

Orchestra students from Apollo and Daviess County high

schools perform with world-renowned electric violinist

Mark Wood at 7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 28, in the DCHS

auditorium. Tickets are $10 and are available from high

school orchestra directors or online (with surcharge) at

www.owensborotickets.com All proceeds will benefit

high school orchestra programs.

Wood is an original member of Trans-Siberian Orchestra

and creator of the revolutionary Viper electric violin.

This groundbreaking music education program is part of

his 2017-2018 “No Limits” tour.

Wood will work with students to teach improvisation,

composition and personal expression using their violins,

violas, cello, and basses. Students will join Wood on

stage for the “electrifying” performance, which includes

exciting arrangements of music by Led Zeppelin, The

Beatles, Sting and more.

For more information, contact Karen Higdon at

karen.higdon@daviess.kyschools.us



Foundation to join #GivingTuesday

Mark your calendars! The Foundation for DCPS will join

#GivingTuesday on Nov. 28! This is a special one day of

giving on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving. 

No amount is to large or too small! 

Proceeds will go to student and family needs through

DCPS Family Resource and Youth Service Centers.

Exploration Station

Check out the new Exploration Station video HERE.

Burns Elementary School is utilizing Exploration Station

for after-school enrichment. Ask Wendy Cooper or

Heather Newman just how important Exploration Station

has become to their mission to educate kids.

Welcome new Foundation Board members!

The Foundation would like to welcome our new board

members! Please join us in welcoming 

n Todd Anderson – DCPS Board of Education 

n David Humphrey – Hollison Technologies

n Alison Serey – Community volunteer with years of 
non-profit experience

Kids on Campus

The following Kids on Campus trips are planned for Fall

2017:

n Kentucky Wesleyan College/Brescia University 
– Sept. 25

n University of Southern Indiana – Oct. 20

n Western Kentucky University – Oct. 23

n University of Louisville – Nov. 3

n Murray State University – Nov. 20

n Campbellsville/Lindsey Wilson – Dec. 8

BIG thanks to Amanda Jerome, Jeremy Camron (Apollo)

and Trey Pippin (DCHS) for 

coordinating trips and for the 

colleges and universities for 

picking up transportation costs

(all) and lunch expenses 

(MSU, KWC, USI, UofL)!

Distinguished Alumni 

Announcement Coming Soon!

Mark your calendars for Friday,

Oct. 27, at Apollo High School

n Reception from 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. in the Media Center

n Distinguished Alumni Presentation – 6:55 p.m. 
on the football field

Focus Awards 2017

Congratulations to Patrice Moss at Tamarack Elementary

School, our $1,000 Focus Award recipient! Patrice in-

vested in kids with Camp Innovation last summer. More

photos are on the Foundation for DCPS Facebook page.

Discretionary Funds

The Foundation has a Discretionary Fund that is funded

completely by DCPS payroll deduction and 100 percent

goes to DCPS staff for classroom and school projects.

Congratulations to the following for receiving 2017 

Foundation Grants:

n Kristy Brackin and the staff at Meadow Lands 
Elementary School for receiving a $500 Foundation 

grant for staff training

n Heritage Park Prom Event (free to students)

n Daviess County High School After Prom Student Event

n Apollo High School After Graduation Event

If you want to participate in the “It All Adds Up” 

campaign to benefit DCPS staff and students, email Julia

Hobbs at Central Office to arrange payroll deduction.

Thanks to all of our current contributors for making a 

difference for DCPS students and staff!

Vicki Quisenberry

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-gwoBVVzgk&feature=youtu.be


DCPS

in the Spotlight
Click links in summaries below to read articles 

spotlighting the DCPS district and other items relating to

local education.

IMPORTANT NOTE: These articles are posted with

permission from news organizations with credit given to

media outlets, reporters and photographers. If articles are

shared or forwarded to others, credit lines MUST be

included. Articles may NOT be posted online, including

Facebook and other social media sites.

DCPS celebrates outstanding ACT scores, Bobbie Hayse,

Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 7, 2017.

AES teacher Diana Roberts named to CTEPS group, 

Bobbie Hayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 18, 2017.

AHS art teacher enjoys hobby as ‘Toyminator,’ Bobbie

Hayse/Greg Eans, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 5, 2017.

Jeanette Barreiro earns national LDC coach certification,

Bobbie Hayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 17, 2017.

Bowen: Pension bill won’t be based solely on consultant

proposal, James Mayse/Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer,

Sept. 7, 2017.

Bowen: Pension reform to affect hiring, Bobbie Hayse,

Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 19, 2017.

CHES celebrates Ag Day, Alan Warren, Messenger-

Inquirer, Sept. 22, 2017.

Daviess County Fiscal Court likely to approve CERS 

separation, Austin Ramsey, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 7.

DCHS student to perform at IBMA Awards, Bobbie

Hayse/Greg Eans Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 26, 2017.

DCHS grad reports on Hurricane Harvey for Fox News,

Suzi Bartholomy, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 4, 2017.

DCHS hosts LGEC kickoff, Bobbie Hayse/Alan Warren,

Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 1, 2017.

DCPS considers options for sale/purchase of middle

school property, Bobbie Hayse/Alan Warren, Messenger-

Inquirer, Sept. 20, 2017.

DCPS, OPS, HCPS team up for KTRS information 

session, Bobbie Hayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 15.

Educators gather for KTRS info session, Bobbie Hayse/

Alan Warren, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 21, 2017.

Legislators: Pension proposal not final, James Mayse,

Messenger-Inquirer, Aug. 31, 2017.

Lelan Hancock named senior director of operations, 

Bobbie Hayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 18, 2017.

Four DCPS schools honored as ‘Let’s Move Schools,’

Bobbie Hayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 12, 2017.

DCPS students honored as National Merit Semifinalist

and National AP Scholars, Bobbie Hayse, Messenger-

Inquirer, Sept. 25, 2017.

New athletic directors managing sports, Mark Mathis,

Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 4, 2017.

OCTC Early College offers associate degrees to high

school students, Bobbie Hayse, Messenger-Inquirer, 

Sept. 18, 2017.

Owensboro Rotary, Hager Foundation support FRYSC,

James Mayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 7, 2017.

Sexting remains issue of concern, James Mayse/Greg

Eans, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 17, 2017.

TES crossing guard hit by vehicle, Messenger-Inquirer,

Sept. 22, 2017.

TES honored for TELL Ky Survey participation, Bobbie

Hayse, Messenger-Inquirer, Sept. 23, 2017.

Put Your School

In The Spotlight!
Submit Information

About Special Events to

Your News of the Week

Representative

Click HERE for Names
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http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%202017-2018/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20New%20ADs.pdf?id=36202
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%202017-2018/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20OCTC%20early%20college.pdf?id=36203
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%202017-2018/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Rotary,%20Hager%20Fndtn%20gift%20FRYSC.pdf?id=36204
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%202017-2018/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20Sexting.pdf?id=36205
http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My%20Files/GV%202017-2018/2%20-%20M-I%20-%20TES%20crossing%20guard%20hit.pdf?id=36206
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Our DCPS United Way Campaign has started! Please 

consider contributing to United Way. Your investment, 

no matter the amount, will make a difference!

United Way agency spotlight:

American Red Cross

Many agencies receive assistance from United Way. 

The American Red Cross is one of those agencies. 

The American Red Cross “prevents and alleviates human

suffering in the face of emergencies by mobilizing the

power of volunteers and the generosity of donors.” They

are always there in times of need. The following is just

one of the many local success stories from the American

Red Cross:

In the early hours of Sunday, Sept. 27, 2015, the Red

Cross received a phone call that there was an apartment

fire in Owensboro. We quickly dispatched one of the 

Disaster Action Teams to the scene to assess the needs of

clients and the first responders.

In total, 27 units were destroyed and it quickly became

clear we needed to open a shelter. Within three hours of

notification, the Red Cross, in partnership with Daviess

County Emergency Management, opened a shelter, 

ensured transit of any clients needing assistance, and 

provided canteen response for the first responders.

The population affected by this disaster had nothing. 

They didn’t have any resources or means to get back on

their feet. There were 21 people staying in the shelter and

many others came to the shelter location to get hot meals

and other resources we were able to provide.

In total, there were 26 cases for 42 people receiving an 

average of $225 per family to allow them to purchase new

clothing. Additionally, 14 families needed assistance with

the replacement of medications and medical equipment

the Red Cross was able to provide.

All families were offered Disaster Mental Health and 

recovery casework. All families were also given local

agency referrals to help get other items they needed, such

as furniture and household goods. In the end, every single

family had a place to go within 72 hours of the event,

allowing us to close the shelter in just three days.

Financial assistance was given to each family to help them

get back on their feet within days. As one of the shelter

staff said, “I will never forget one of the girls in the shelter

giving me a hug as she left for her new home saying,

‘Thank you so much for helping me!’”

What Difference Will Your Investment Make?
With your investment of $100, the American Red Cross

can provide 20 blankets to people who have lost 

everything in the face of fire or other disaster.

DCPS United Way Campaign Reminder

This year, we won’t have a competition between 

buildings. Instead, everyone who donates will be eligible

for the following:

n Every DCPS employee who donates his/her supporting
share will be entered into drawings to win one of three 

gifts from Great Harvest, Walmart, and Beef O’Brady’s.

n Every DCPS employee who checks “My current pledge
plus $2 more/pay period” (whether you are already a 

donor or a first-time giver) will be entered in a drawing 

to receive a gift from Beef O’Brady’s.

n Every DCPS employee who donates will be entered in 
drawings to receive one of two gift cards from Texas 

Roadhouse, six from Beef O’Brady’s or 10 from 

Ritzy’s.

n Everyone who gives will receive the satisfaction of 
knowing you are making a difference in the lives of 

others! 

HPHS Sunrise Spirit Challenge
Heritage Park High School has been invited to participate in the WFIE-14 

Sunrise Spirit Challenge to collect nonperishable food items to be donated to

the Tri-State Food Bank. All items will benefit families in need in Daviess

County and surrounding areas.

You can help! Donations of food items are welcome. You may also support

HPHS students by donating items that can be used as prizes and incentives, 

or helping to sponsor a breakfast for the assembly at 6 a.m. Oct. 27. 

Please deliver items to HPHS by Wednesday, Oct. 25. Thank you. 



Kids First ...

in health and wellness
I received a wonderful phone call from a parent

whose daughter attends Apollo High School. She

wanted to let me know what wonderful care her

daughter has always received from Laura Rhodes,

RN (AHS/BMS) and health room assistants Mary

Keller (AHS) and April Hutchins (BMS) through the

years. Due to Laura’s assessment, her daughter 

received the medical care she needed, and the mom

couldn’t be more pleased! She said she has always

felt so comfortable knowing her children are always

taken care of with our school health staff. What a

wonderful team we have! It’s amazing what an 

impact we can make in the lives of our students and

their families.

Thank you for all the excellent love and care you

provide for our students each and every day!

Wendi Kozel, RN — DCPS health coordinator

Recognize a Kids First colleague!

Send information and photograph of

a DCPS staff member who puts

Kids First in everything they do to

kidsfirst@dcps.org

These weekly fitness reminders are brought to you by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

Learn more at www.healthymonday.org 

Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

Fall Break

Oct. 9-13
Enjoy a safe and happy week!

The Grapevine

is YOUR newsletter!

Send news and photographs to

grapevine@dcps.org

Deadline is Friday before week of publication. 

The Grapevine

wants to celebrate

your achievements!
Have you or a colleague

earned professional recognition

or done something special?

Send information and photos to

grapevine@dcps.org 



Putting Kids First ...

by setting an example for ALL
Sorgho Elementary School fourth-grade teacher

was on her way to work on the morning of 

Friday, Sept. 22, when she saw a man collapse

on a sidewalk. Here is her story ... 

“When I was driving by and saw this man hit

the pavement and lie completely still, I knew

immediately that he was in trouble. There 

really was no thought process of, “Oh, does he

need help?” — it was purely instinctual.

“I could say in hindsight that I hoped that if it

were my dad in the situation, that someone

would help him, but that truly was not in my

thought process. I saw another human being in trouble; 

I could help him, so I did.

“I threw my car in park, grabbed my phone to call 911 

and ran across the street to him. Having not gone through

CPR training (which I am now planning on doing ASAP),

I wasn’t sure if he needed CPR or if it would hurt him 

for an untrained person to perform it on him if he didn’t

need it.

“While dialing 911, I knew I needed to get other people to

help. I was extremely fortunate that a school nurse for

Owensboro Public Schools came by and stopped because

the man did stop breathing altogether.

“When reflecting on this experience, I have realized how

important it is for every person to have CPR training, 

even if you think you won’t use it. There is no feeling of

helplessness like the one I had for about one minute 

before anyone else drove by to help. I don’t ever want to

feel like that again. I would encourage everyone to not

only go to CPR training, but just to be alert

when you are driving, because if I had been

distracted by my phone or my music or 

anything else, I might not have noticed what

had happened.

“We all hope to do something bigger than 

ourselves with our lives, but sometimes, those

opportunities turn up when you least expect

them.

“I’m so glad that everything happened just as it

did. The timing was perfect and the people who

drove by to assist me and the gentleman were

the perfect people to help.

“If I could speak with Mr. Jackson, I would tell him how

thankful I am that he is alive and that I was in the right

place at the right time. I’m just an ordinary person who 

reacted to a tragic situation. I believe that Daviess County

is a community full of people who would have done the

exact same thing.”

Editor’s note: SES Principal Laura Cecil reports that the

emergency medical responders said that thanks to the

quick response of Erin Lewis and others who stopped to

assist and administer CPR so quickly, the AED was able

to make the difference when they arrived. “What a great

example of ‘People First,’” Laura said. “I am so proud of

our staff leading the way to help others in all situations!”

Erin has set a wonderful example for children and every

member of the DCPS team in her willingness to get 

involved and help another person in need. CPR training is

one important way we can be always be ready to put 

others first! 

Erin Lewis

What Can I Do To Put

Kids First Today?



It’s Fall Festival season – time for

fun, food and fellowship! These

events are open to the public and

everyone is invited to join family,

friends and neighbors for a variety of

activities. (Festivals are listed in order

by date.) Proceeds to benefit learning

resources and experiences for kids. 

East View Elementary School

5 to 8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 29

Chili and hot dog will be available for

$4 or a hot dog meal is available for

$2. Other activities include a silent

auction from 5 to 7 p.m. and a 

live auction at 7 p.m. Auction items

include four one-day park-hopper

tickets to Disney World; two Holiday

World tickets; and theme baskets 

including gift cards, chocolate, kids

toys and games and much more.

Carnival tickets are 25 cents each or

$5 for 20 and may be redeemed for

games or food items. A haunted house

and inflatables are also planned for

this fun family event. 

Burns Elementary School

4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 19

Games and activities include haunted

house, face painting, corn hole, dance

room, tattoos, fun photos, cake walk,

inflatables, pony rides, petting zoo

and silent auction. Vendor booths 

include Paparazzi Jewelry, Keto, 

Disney Travel, Lipsense, KEEP 

Collective Design and more.

Sorgho Elementary School

5:30 to 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 20

Chili supper menu includes hot dogs,

chili dogs, pizza, soft drinks, cookies

and ice cream. Game bracelets are $8

in advance or $10 at the door; 

individual tickets are 50 cents each.

Bracelets cover all games and bounce

houses, as well as one free popcorn or

pop-ice. Silent auction includes 

delicious cakes and theme baskets,

such as UK, Christmas, gift wrap,

baking and more. Other activities 

include a “penny vote” for the best

family pumpkin book character.

Games and activities include face

painting, basketball, lollipop pull,

ring toss, treat walk, cake walk, 

corn hole, car racer and mini golf.

West Louisville Elementary School

5 to 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 20

Chili supper is served from 5:30 

to 7 p.m.; menu includes grilled 

hamburgers and hot dogs, chili, chips,

drink and dessert. Cake auction 

begins at 7:30 p.m. and games are

open throughout the evening.

Burns Middle School

4:30 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 24

BMS clubs and organizations are

sponsoring a variety of game and 

activity booths. Chili supper menu 

includes hot dogs, chips and other 

refreshments. A haunted house will

also be open to those who dare – 

always a crowd favorite! 

Country Heights Elementary 

5 to 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 27

Wristbands are available for $12 in

advance or $15 at the door, and entitle

the wearer to admission, one 

horseback ride, petting zoo and one

free pumpkin per student. Individual

tickets may also be purchased at the

door. A chili supper will be served in

the cafeteria. Other activities include

game room, inflatables, photo booth

and silent auction. Those attending

are invited to wear fun (non-scary)

costumes; no masks, please. 

Meadow Lands Elementary School

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 27

Chili, burgoo and hot dog dinner will

be served, along with cotton candy

and popcorn. Games and activities 

include a silent auction, pony rides,

inflatables, fishing pond, crazy hair

spray, football throw, ring toss and

cake walk. Tickets are 50 cents each

and may be used for all activities.

Whitesville Elementary School

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Friday, Oct. 27

Chili hot dogs, funnel cakes,

haystacks and other concessions will

be available. Games and activities 

include inflatables and haunted house.

Tickets are 25 cents each or bracelets

are available for $10. A silent auction

is planned from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

with a live auction at 7:45 p.m.

Audubon Elementary School

5:30 to 8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 3

The evening will include a chili 

supper, petting zoo, balloon twisters,

bouncies and silent auction. Other

special features include the TriState

Game Trailer and Hawaiian shaved

ice. Wristbands are $12 in advance or

$15 at the door; single tickets also

available. 

Fall Festival Fun at DCPS Schools!

Send news about your

school events to

grapevine@dcps.org


